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Fire damages State Library building 
State officials are trying to deter-
mine how much damage was 
done to the State Library after an 
overnight fire occurred in the 
building's boiler room on De-
cember 19th. 
 

The building, officially known as 
the McKay Building is located a 
few blocks north of the state 
Capitol.  
 

Joe Kafka, press secretary for 
Gov. Mike Rounds, says officials 
are not aware of any structural 
damage to the building at this 
time. Kafka says there is exten-
sive smoke damage and officials 
are not sure if books, documents 
and resources may have been 
damaged. 
 

The fire occurred on the library's 
first floor, which is under reno-
vation. State Bureau of Admini-
stration Commission Jeff 
Bloomberg says workers had 

been using a saw to cut concrete 
and apparently sparks from the 
saw blade ignited cardboard lin-
ing used in the initial construc-
tion of the building. 
 

The fire smoldered for some 
time and was discovered by an 
employee checking the building's 
boilers about midnight.  
 

Pierre Deputy Fire Chief Ian 
Paul says the first floor was en-
gulfed in smoke by the time fire-
fighters arrived. He says crews 
had to break up the concrete to 
get to the fire.  
 

Firefighters were on scene for 
about three hours. There were 
no injuries. 
 
Report from Dan Siebersma 
to sdla-l on  
December 19, 2008 
 

Get Connected @ Your Library 

7:45am - 9:30am   Legislative Committee meetings - Capitol Building  
 For more information visit: 
  http://legis.state.sd.us/  
 http://legis.state.sd.us/sessions/2009/calendar.pdf  
 
 

9:30am - 11:30am  SDLA Board meeting - Cultural Heritage Center 
 
 

11:30 am - 1:30 pm  Rotunda Display - Capitol Building 
 
 

2:00pm - 4:00 pm  Program - Cultural Heritage Center - Library Districts & CapWiz Demo 
 
 

5:30pm-7:00pm    Legislative Reception, Rawlins Library, 1000 E Church St., Pierre, SD 

2009 
SDLA 

Legislative Day 
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The Newsletter of the South Dakota 
Library Association is published bi-
monthly by the Association. Members 
receive it as part of their membership 
dues. Other subscriptions: $15.00 per 
year. 
 

This newsletter is printed on perma-
nent, recycled paper.  If you have ques-
tions, comments or suggestions con-
cerning the editorial content of Book 
Marks, contact the editor. 
 

Lisa Brunick 
Mikkelsen Library, Augustana College 

2001 S. Summit Avenue 
Sioux Falls, SD 57197 

605-274-4921 
lisa.brunick@augie.edu 

 

If your address changes or you need  
information about your subscription or 
to obtain a back issue, contact: 
 

Brenda Hemmelman 
Executive Secretary 

SD Library Association 
PO Box 1212 

Rapid City, SD 57709-1212 
605-343-3750 

bkstand@rap.midco.net 
 

DEADLINES 

January/February issue           Dec. 15 

March/April issue            Feb. 15 

May/June issue            April 15 

July/August issue            June 15 

September/October issue      August 15 

November/December issue   Oct. 15 

ADVERTISING RATES 
 

 

Full page  $100 

Half page  $50 

Quarter page  $25 

Business Card ad $10  
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New SDLA Members 
 

Deanna Marsh - SD School for the Deaf 

Melinda Ellenson - Huron Public 
Victoria Van Oosting - Hot Springs PL 

Daria Bossman - SD State Library 
Stacia McGourty - Sioux Falls 

Have you renewed your 
SDLA membership?  Have 
you recruited a new member?   
Remember that for each new 
member you recruit, your 
name will be entered in a  
drawing for a free conference 
registration. 
 
Studies have shown that we 
join associations primarily for 
networking, advocacy and 
learning opportunities.  
SDLA provides all of these 
for members. 
 
Networking and learning  
opportunities abound at the 
Spring Forums and the an-
nual conference.  Serving on 

a committee or participating 
on the SDLA Executive 
Board affords even more 
occasions to exchange ideas 
and interact with others. 
 
As an association, we support 
libraries and librarians state-
wide and nationally.  In  
January and February, we  
concentrate our attention on 
the South Dakota State  
Legislature.  SDLAôs Annual 
Legislative Day is just one  
opportunity to be an advo-
cate for the profession and 
for South Dakotaôs libraries. 
In addition, members can 
count on SDLA to provide 
information about library  

From the Presidenté Nancy Sabbe 

SDLA Treasurerôs Report as of December 14, 2008 

issues and trends on the 
SDLA listserv and in this 
newsletter. 
 
I know that Iôm preaching 
to the choir here, but it 
never hurts to be reminded 
of the great things SDLA 
affords its members.  
Thanks to all of you  
members for making SDLA 
the wonderful association 
that it is! 
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The Advisory Council approved SDLNôs Strategic Plan 2008-2012 at its meeting in Chamber-
lain.  It is available on the SDLN website at 
http://nickel.sdln.net/templates/about/documents/StrategicPlan.pdf.    
 
SDLN staff members are now identifying specific steps to incorporate into an Action Plan.  
Once the plan has been reviewed and approved by the Executive Committee, it too will be avail-
able on the SDLN website. 
 
Some of the proposed Action Plan highlights include: 

Get live with Aleph v.18 
Get live with ILL2 
Get ILL interface working with MINITEX 
Review and get Metalib/SFX more functional 
Discuss options to improve Aleph functionality and common projects with North Dakota 
and Minnesota 
Participate in discussions and demonstrations of potential solutions for small public and K-
12 libraries 
Continue discussions with North Dakota and Minnesota regarding options for possible 
post-Aleph future 
Work with a sub-committee of the Executive Committee to review and recommend cost 
savings to keep SDLN affordable 
Continue creating and updating training materials, documentation and best practices 
guides 
Improve communications by utilizing a WIKI 
Identify and recommend Advocacy facts and program 

 
Addressing the challenges of SDLNôs Strategic Plan will be an ongoing effort.  After the Action 
Plan is posted on the SDLN website, feel free to send comments/questions to Warren Wilson at  
wwilson@sdln.net. 

S. D. Library Association 
2008-2009 Officers 

 

President 
 Nancy Sabbe 
 Madison Public Library 
 nsabbe@sdln.net 
 

Vice-President/President-Elect 
 Kay Christensen 
 Augustana College 
 kay.christensen@augie.edu 

  

Past President 
Robin Schrupp 
Grant County Library 
gclibrary21@hotmail.com 

 

Secretary 
Julie Erickson 
S.D. State Library 
julie.erickson@state.sd.us 
 

Treasurer/Executive Secretary 
 Brenda Hemmelman 
       PO Box 1212 
       Rapid City, SD 57709-1212 
       bkstand@rap.midco.net 
 

ALA Councilor 
Lea Briggs 
Presentation College 
Lea.Briggs@presentation.edu  
 

MPLA Representative 
 Elvita Landau 
 Brookings Public Library 
 elandau@sdln.net 

 

Academic/Special Section Chair 
David Gleim 
SD State University 
david.gleim@sdstate.edu 
  

Public Library Section Chair 
 Jane Norling 
 Beresford Public Library 
 libone@bmct.net 
  

School Library Section Chair 
 Kerri Smith 
      SF Public SchoolsðWashington 
 kerri.smith@k12.sd.us 
 

Support Staff Section Chair 
 Jennifer Meiners 
 Augustana College 
 jennifer.meiners@augie.edu  
 

Federal Relations Coordinator 
 Dan Siebersma 
 S.D. State Library 
 dan.siebersma@state.sd.us 
 

SDACT 
 Ann Smith 
 Sioux Falls School District 
 ann.smith@k12.sd.us 

SDLN Connectioné 
by Warren Wilson 

 

Two lucky SDLA members will receive 

free registration for the 2009 SDLA Conference 
 

To enter the contest 

 
Write your name on the membership form on the òrecruited byó line. 

The drawing for the free registrations will be held on July 31.   

If your name is drawn, you and the new member you recruited  

will each receive free registration for the 2009 conference. 
 

Prizes are not transferable.  
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Pop Open a Good Book! 
Kathryn Schulkoski Public Li-
brary hosted a ñPop Open a 
Good Book!ò program using the 
popcorn bag and kernels from 
Upstart.  Every time a child read 
a library book in the month of 
November, he/she wrote her 
name on the popcorn kernel to 
help fill the popcorn bag.  Need-
less, to say, it didn't take long for 
the bag to overflow, and both 
adults and kids liked seeing the 
bright display on the door.   
Donald Fischer,  Eureka 
 

New Librarian Joins 
H.M.Briggs Library Staff 
Welcome to Fei Xu who has 
joined the H.M. Briggs Library 
Staff November 10th as the Inte-
grated Systems Librarian. He will 
primarily provide support and 
development assistance for seri-
als, cataloging, and acquisitions. 
He will serve as chemistry and 
computer sciences bibliographer. 
Fei Xu was previously employed 
as a librarian at Barry University 
Library and at Yellowhead Re-
gional Library. He completed his 
Masters of Library and Informa-
tion Studies at McGill University 
in 2005 and his Master of Sci-
ence degree in Physical Chemis-
try from the Chinese Academy 
of Sciences in 1995. He left Flor-
ida's hot tropical weather and 
hurricanes to brave the snowy 
Brookings winter. Fei enjoys 
classical music, table tennis, bad-
minton, and bridge. He can rec-
ommend amazing places to visit 
in China. 
Mary Caspers-Graper, Brookings 
 

Faith Library hosts Book Fair 
Safari Family Event! 
Get readyéget set, for the 2008 
Book Fair SafariéSoma! (Read) 
Ota! (Dream) Kua! (Grow) is the 
theme for the book fair this year! 

There were no giraffes 
or elephants stamped-
ing into the library but 
rather anxious readers. 
The Faith Library 
hosted the Book Fair 
Safari Family Event on 
Nov. 11. with over 100 
people attending the 

open house.  Participants re-
ceived Safari sunglasses and a 
chance win a poster. Youth made 
animal masks, participated in 
tattoo stickers, and enjoyed look-
ing at the books. The Book Fair 
continued until Nov. 26 with the 
Faith Library receiving $500 
worth of free books!  
Angela Ostrander, Faith 
 

Retirement in Spearfish 
Sharon Henry, library director 
and childrenôs librarian at Grace 
Balloch Memorial Library in 
Spearfish, retires Jan. 2, 2009. In 
her retirement, she plans to 
travel and visit her children, 
grandchildren, and other family, 
with an immediate trip planned 
to California, Hawaii, and Aus-
tralia.  Following her travels, 
she hopes to continue her 
work with the childrenôs 
programming at the library 
part-time. The new library 
director will be current Spear-
fish reference librarian Am-
ber Wilde, formerly of the 
Vermillion Public Library, 
the South Dakota State Li-
brary, and Black Hills State 
University Library. 
Amber Wilde, Spearfish 
 

Big Stone City School news 
Big Stone was one of the 
many recipients of the "We 
the People" Picturing Amer-
ica.  We  display five new 
pictures in our hallway wall 
each month. They are gor-
geous pictures of America's 
history.  With the help of 6 
volunteer ladies, the library 
will begin using our new auto-
mation system after Christ-
mas break. 
Janelle Kelly, Big Stone City 
 

 

Gregory  
librarian  
retires 
Janice Tilton 
retired as the 

librarian in Gregory as of De-
cember 6th.  Diane Altoff is 
acting librarian until the 
board chooses someone to 
take over.  The library staff 
consists of Diane, Marge Die-
drichsen, Karen Knudsen, and 
our newest member, hired at 
the end of November, Ev Jess.  
Diane Altoff, Gregory 
 
Watertown seeks new  
Assistant Director 
Ann Bailey, Assistant Library 
Director at Watertown Re-
gional Library since 2004, will 
be leaving as of January 6th.  
Ann is moving back to Kansas 
to join her husband Kevin, 
who recently started a new job 
at the Eisenhower Presidential 
Library in Abilene Kansas.  
Ann will be greatly missed! 
Mike Mullin, Watertown 

State Library adds staff 
Brenda Hemmelmen will be 
joining the State Library in 
January 2009 as Research/ 
Government Documents Li-
brarian. 

In Memory 

Pam Lingor 

Pam Lingor, director of the Alexan-
der Mitchell Public Library in  
Aberdeen, passed away Saturday,              

November 8, 2008 at her home after a 5 year battle with cancer.   
Pam began her career at the library as a part-time shelver while in 
high school and worked in every department within the library.  She 
resigned her position in August due to her illness. 
 

An active member of SDLA, Pam served as the Secretary of SDLA 
from October 2002 - October 2004,  a member of the Finance/ 
Membership Committee and the Secretary of the Public              
   Library/Trustees Section. 
 
         Pam is survived by her husband, Greg, two sons, Jonathon 
        and Ryan and one grandson, William.  Her obituary can be 
         viewed at                      
                 www.schriversmemorial.com/obits/lingorp.html 

Do you have a new 
staff member?   
Did you just  

complete a great  
program or project?  

Share news from 
your library!  

Email:  
lisa.brunick@augie.edu  
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