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Feature: 
Rosa Parks Elementary School Library ð Sioux Falls 

SDLA Legislative Day 
January 14, 2009 

 
 
 

7:45am - 9:30am Legislative Committee meetings 

9:30am - 11:30am SDLA Board meeting 

11:30am - 1:30 pm Rotunda 

2:00pm - 4:00pm Program 

    Cultural Heritage Center 

5:30pm - 7:00pm  Legislative Reception 

    Rawlins Public Library 

 

Details about the afternoon program  

and evening reception will be announced in December. 

 

Please mark the date on your calendar 

and join your colleagues in Pierre! 

 

It is a wonderful opportunity to highlight 

the importance of libraries in South Dakota! 

Rosa Parks is Sioux Fallsô newest 
elementary  (K-5) school, located 
on the east edge of the city.  In 
the fall of 2008, Rosa Parks be-
gan South Dakota's first Spanish 
Immersion program 
where one kindergar-
ten class is taught 
entirely in Spanish by 
a Spanish speaking 
(only) instructor. 
 
In the fall of 2009, 
Rosa Parks will be-
come the District's first Global 
Studies School, dedicated to 
teaching our students about 
other countries and their rela-
tionship to the United States. 
Sandy Wirth is the librarian at 
Rosa Parks.  She previously 
taught 1st grade in the District 

and most recently spent 3 years 
as a library EA while getting her 
library endorsement from Black 
Hills State University.  She is 
supported by EA Sheryl Sisk who 

is in her 5th year as a 
library EA. 
 
Library activities in-
clude teaching 35 min-
ute classes for all grades 
K-5.  This includes a 
lesson which supports 
classroom curriculum, 

current holiday celebration, sea-
sonal activities, etc. 
 
Sandy also assists with the 4th 
grade study of authors and 'why 
they write'.  She visits their 
rooms each week, for the first 
quarter, and features an author 

by presenting a biography and 
sharing the books they have writ-
ten/illustrated.  The second 
quarter is focused on working 
with the 5th grade classes on a 
genre study project. 
 
Sandy has also implemented a 
job swap.  She trades places with 
a teachers for a 25 minute ses-
sion.  She goes to their class-
room to read a story or two  
cont. on pg. 8                                        

Librarian Sandy Wirth meets with a 
class of 4th graders in the library. 

EA Sheryl Sisk helps  
children search for books  
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The Newsletter of the South Dakota 
Library Association is published bi-
monthly by the Association. Members 
receive it as part of their membership 
dues. Other subscriptions: $15.00 per 
year. 
 

This newsletter is printed on perma-
nent, recycled paper.  If you have ques-
tions, comments or suggestions con-
cerning the editorial content of Book 
Marks, contact the editor. 
 

Lisa Brunick 
Mikkelsen Library, Augustana College 

2001 S. Summit Avenue 
Sioux Falls, SD 57197 

605-274-4921 
lisa.brunick@augie.edu 

 

If your address changes or you need  
information about your subscription or 
to obtain a back issue, contact: 
 

Brenda Hemmelman 
Executive Secretary 

SD Library Association 
PO Box 1212 

Rapid City, SD 57709-1212 
605-343-3750 

bkstand@rap.midco.net 
 

DEADLINES 

January/February issue           Dec. 15 

March/April issue            Feb. 15 

May/June issue            April 15 

July/August issue            June 15 

September/October issue      August 15 

November/December issue   Oct. 15 

ADVERTISING RATES 
 

 

Full page  $100 

Half page  $50 

Quarter page  $25 

Business Card ad $10  

New SDLA Members 

 

Monette Clark, Onida 

Wendy Nilson, Vermillion 

Anne Moore, Dean of Libraries, USD 

Marilyn Mendenhall, Deubrook Area School 

Dawna Loneman, Gaville-Volin 

Pat Nelson, Sioux Falls 

Peggy Hanzlik, Chamberlain 

Kathleen Siebrasse, Pine Ridge 

Sue Roa, Cozard Memorial, Chamberlain 

Kay Hines, Cozard Memorial, Chamberlain 

Joan Trumm, Cozard Memorial, Chamberlain 

Michael Tolan, BHSU Library 

Angela Romero, Brandon 

Kathy Jean Horsted, Harrisburg  
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What a great time we had in 
Chamberlain!  The local ar-
rangements folks outdid 
themselves, and the programs 
were insightful, interesting, 
and invigorating.  The 2008 
SDLA Conference will be a 
hard act to follow. 

 

The current SDLA Executive 
Board is up to the challenge, 
and we are already preparing 
for the 2009 conference.  We 
are open to suggestions and 
proposals for programs.  Con-
tact any of us with your ideas, 
and reserve the dates October 
7 through 9 to be in Aber-
deen for the annual confer-
ence. 

 

While we are on the subject 
of time commitments, the 
Association needs your partici-

pation at the annual Legisla-
tive Reception.  SDLA will 
host a reception for the mem-
bers of the South Dakota 
Legislature on Wednesday, 
January 14, 2009, at the Raw-
lins Public Library in Pierre.  
This annual event is an im-
portant link to the legislators, 
and a prime opportunity to 
promote libraries and library 
service to our elected officials.  
It is a proven fact that the 
more librarians who attend, 
the more legislators who 
make the effort to appear, so 
please put this event on your 
calendar, too. 

 

The dates for the annual 
Spring Forums are not set yet, 
but they will be posted on the 
SDLA website soon.  This is 
one more opportunity for 
SDLA members to network, 

From the Presidenté Nancy Sabbe 
acquire new skills, and refresh 
some old ones. 

 

More information on all of 
these events will be posted on 
the website.  If you havenôt 
looked at the website, 
www.sdlibraryassociation.org, 
do it soon.  Itôs loaded with 
information including the 
contact information for the 
Association officers.  I hope 
you wonôt hesitate to contact 
any of us with your questions 
and concerns. 

 

Hope to see you in Pierre, 
January 14. 

http://www.sdlibraryassociation.org/


 

CD savings:  $79,536.65 

 
Checking:     $27,659.40 

 

TOTAL:  $107,196.50 

It was great to see so many 
SDLN member library col-
leagues at our meeting in 
Chamberlain.  We are grate-
ful to Carole Stricherz and 
the staff of the Cozard Me-
morial Library for hosting us 
in their beautiful community 
by the river. 
 
We are pleased to welcome 
Patricia Andersen, Director, 
Devereaux Library, South 
Dakota School of Mines & 
Technology as a new mem-
ber of the Executive Com-
mittee.  Nancy Sabbe was 
reelected to the committee 
and we are delighted to have 
her continuing expertise.  
We will miss Colleen Smith, 
but understand her decision 
to focus on her building 
project at Huron Public be-
fore retirement becomes 
irresistible.  In addition, at 
SDLA Dorothy Liegl an-
nounced her retirement 
from the State Li-
brary. Dorothy has played 
many roles in SDLN over 
the years and will be greatly 

missed.  We hope retirement 
will include new opportuni-
ties for Dorothy in the li-
brary community. 
 
SDLN continues to make 
progress in the area of staff-
ing. Andy Erion has been 
hired for one of two pro-
grammer positions and we 
have a strong pool of appli-
cants for the second pro-
grammer position.  We were 
sorry to lose Grant Gerlach, 
but wish him well in his 
seminary studies. 
 
It was clear from user group 
gatherings and the Advisory 
Council meeting in Cham-
berlain that the South Da-
kota library community is 
frustrated with the apparent 
lack of support from Ex Lib-
ris for our recent migration 
to version 18.  After years of 
waiting and contracting di-
rectly with Ex Libris for tech-
nical support we were down 
for nearly two weeks and, as 
of this writing, continue to 
be without an operational 

interlibrary loan module.  
The Executive Committee 
takes seriously its responsi-
bility to lead the exploration 
of future options for our 
network.  We will be con-
sulting with colleagues in 
Minnesota and North Da-
kota in the coming months 
as we evaluate developments 
in library systems generally 
and open source systems 
specifically. 
 
I am delighted to report 
that SDLNôs Strategic Plan 
was endorsed by the Advi-
sory Council and is now 
available on the network 
web site.  A special word of 
thanks to Executive Com-
mittee member, Ethelle 
Bean, who led our strategic 
planning process with grace 
and diligence.  We are in-
deed grateful!  In the next 
month the SDLN staff in 
cooperation with the Execu-
tive Committee will be cre-
ating an Action Plan for the 
coming year. 

S. D. Library Association 
2008-2009 Officers 

 

President 
 Nancy Sabbe 
 Madison Public Library 
 nsabbe@sdln.net 
 

Vice-President/President-Elect 
 Kay Christensen 
 Augustana College 
 kay.christensen@augie.edu 

  

Past President 
Robin Schrupp 
Grant County Library 
gclibrary21@hotmail.com 

 

Secretary 
Julie Erickson 
S.D. State Library 
julie.erickson@state.sd.us 
 

Treasurer/Executive Secretary 
 Brenda Hemmelman 
       PO Box 1212 
       Rapid City, SD 57709-1212 
       bkstand@rap.midco.net 
 

ALA Councilor 
Lea Briggs 
Presentation College 
Lea.Briggs@presentation.edu  
 

MPLA Representative 
 Elvita Landau 
 Brookings Public Library 
 elandau@sdln.net 

 

Academic/Special Section Chair 
David Gleim 
SD State University 
david.gleim@sdstate.edu 
  

Public Library Section Chair 
 Jane Norling 
 Beresford Public Library 
 libone@bmct.net 
  

School Library Section Chair 
 Kerri Smith 
      SF Public SchoolsðWashington 
 kerri.smith@k12.sd.us 
 

Support Staff Section Chair 
 Jennifer Meiners 
 Augustana College 
 jennifer.meiners@augie.edu  
 

Federal Relations Coordinator 
 Dan Siebersma 
 S.D. State Library 
 dan.siebersma@state.sd.us 
 

SDACT 
 Ann Smith 
 Sioux Falls School District 
 ann.smith@k12.sd.us 
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SDLN Connectioné 
by Ronelle Thompson 

SDLA Treasurerôs Report as of October 28, 2008 
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Dorothy Liegl announces retirement 

Librarians from across South 
Dakota and beyond gathered 
Wednesday, October 15, 
2008 to honor Dorothy Liegl 
at her retirement party at the 
State Capital Visitorôs Center 
in Pierre.  In a room full of 
family, friends, librarians and 
co-workers, Dorothyôs accom-
plishments and honors were 
highlighted. 
 
Dorothy has spent the past 
36 years working for and 
with South Dakota librarians. 
She came to the State Library 
in 1972 as a cataloger. Since 
that time, she has held a vari-
ety of positions including 
Library Development, Film 
Librarian, Deputy State Li-
brarian, and State Librarian. 
Throughout her years at the 
State Library, Dorothy has 
traveled from one end of the 
state to the other, visiting 
almost every South Dakota 
library. Very few librarians in 
the state do not know her. 
 
Throughout her career Doro-
thy has held several offices in 
the South Dakota Library 
Association and the Moun-
tain Plains Library Associa-
tion (including President), 
has been recognized by SDLA 
with the Librarian of the 
Year Award and the Distin-
guished Service Award.  She 
has also been recognized by 
the American Library Asso-
ciation with the Intellectual 
Freedom Award, and was 
named to the National Advo-
cacy Honor Roll and the 
Freedom to Read 30th Anni-
versary Honor Roll. 
 
Jasmine Rockwell, South 
Dakota State Library Chil-
drenôs Services Coordinator 
emceed the program, intro-

ducing the following speak-
ers.  State Librarian, Dan 
Siebersma, read a Proclama-
tion by the Governor declar-
ing October 15 as Dorothy 
Liegl Day in South Dakota.  
Dr. Melmer, Secretary of 
Education, gave some re-
marks on his years of working 
with Dorothy.  Dan Boyd, 
Director of Access Services at 
the State Library, spoke of his 
many years of working along-
side Dorothy and the changes 
they have seen.  Suzanne 
Miller, Minnesota State Li-
brarian and former South 
Dakota State Librarian, spoke 
of her years working with 
Dorothy and how Dorothy 
mentored her into the posi-
tion and the late nights they 
spent working to meet dead-
lines.  Jane Kolbe, Library 
Development Division Direc-
tor for the Arizona State Li-
brary and former South Da-
kota State Librarian, was un-
able to attend in person but 
called in and provided memo-
ries and congratulations to 
Dorothy over a speaker 
phone.  Donna Morris, Utah 
State Librarian, also called to 
congratulate Dorothy on her 
retirement and thank her for 
the guidance she has pro-
vided her as Utah State Li-
brarian. 
 
Mountain Plains Library As-
sociation honored Dorothy 
with a proclamation read by 
Colleen Smith of Huron and 
former MPLA Representa-
tive. 
 
The Library Training Insti-
tute attendees present did a 
special presentation of a bou-
quet of flowers with ñtootersò 
and spoke about how the 
Library Training Institute 

roses was enjoyed by all 
those who attended along 
with purple and white 
mints, green punch and 
coffee.  The attendees also 
enjoyed a scrapbook of 
memories submitted by li-
brarians from around the 
region, pictures and more 
compiled by State Library 
staff and put together by 
Kathy Connell, Digital 
Technician at the State Li-
brary.  The tables were deco-
rated with bouquets of flow-
ers from libraries in and 
around South Dakota. 
Dorothy doesnôt plan on 
slowing down in her retire-
ment.  She will be launching 
a new career as a library 
consultant, working primar-
ily in the western states. 

started by Doro-
thy has helped 
them become 
better librarians 
by teaching them 
the skills, giving 
them confidence 
and providing 
them with a net-
work of other 
librarians from 
small libraries in 
South Dakota. 
 
Dorothy then provided com-
ments based on some notes 
from a speech she had given 
in the past called ñOh the 
Places Weôll Goò found 
while cleaning out her of-
fice.  She had everyone 
laughing about the memo-
ries of Interlibrary Loan in 
the days of typewriters, no 
copy machines, and carbon 
copies. 
 
The program closed with a 
PowerPoint presentation, 
prepared by Jasmine Rock-
well and Quynn Verhelst of 
the State Library, showing 
pictures of Dorothy over the 
years, along with the State 
Library, State Librarians and 
memories. 
 
A cake with a toy motorcycle 
nestled in purple and white 

Dorothy Liegl surrounded by her ñtootersò. 

              Join the  

            SDLA listserv  

E -mail Joe Edelen (jedelen@usd.edu) 

to receive SDLA announcements & 

information. 



Membership 
The SDLA Executive 
 Secretary/Treasurer,  
Brenda Hemmelman,  
reports that the SDLA  
membership consists  

of the following: 
  

Paid Institutional:  71 
      

Paid Personal:  335   
    

Comp Legislators:  110   
  

Total New Members: 55 
 

 

Institute of Museum and Library Services Sponsors the Pavilion of the States  
at the 8th Annual National Book Festival   by Kathleen Slocum 

Despite rainy forecasts, more 
than 120,000 book lovers 
flocked to the eighth annual 
National Book Festival held 
September 27 on 
the National Mall. 
Families visited 
the Pavilion of the 
States supported 
for the seventh 
year by the Insti-
tute of Museum 
and Library Ser-
vices (IMLS). The 
free festival was 
sponsored by the 
Library of Con-
gress and hosted 
by First Lady Laura Bush.  

The Pavilion of the States is 
extremely popular among 
families. Children go from 
table to table to get state 

stamps on their 
maps of Amer-
ica. Those who 
completed the 
map visited the 
IMLS table to 
receive their 
prize: a free 
book called 
ñSave it! A 
Kidôs Guide to 
Collecting and 
Conservingò by 
Francie Alexan-

der, Scholasticôs Chief Aca-
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booth.  The three of us con-
tinued to answer questions 
about South Dakota till 
after 5pm.  By the time we 
were done everyone we 
talked to wanted to visit 
South Dakota.  
 
We would like to thank 
everybody that donated 
items for the event ð  South 
Dakota Humanities Coun-
cil,  South Dakota State 
Library,  South Dakota 
Game, Fish & Parks Depart-
ment,  South Dakota Tour-
ism,   Mount Rushmore 
History Association and 
Laura Ingalls Homestead.   

demic Officer. 
Our South Dakota team, 
Jeff and Kathleen Slocum, 
South Dakota State Library; 
and Jeanette Chaney-
Moodie, Deadwood Public 
Library,  had a great time 
giving away Mt Rushmore 
book markers, Laura Ingalls 
Information, Library bro-
chures, South Dakota Tour-
ism Pins,  South Dakota 
Game,  Fish and Parks Fish 
cards plus much more. The 
Fish cards were a big hit. 
Parents and kids came from 
all over to get some. I think 
we had the whole 120,000 
visitors at the South Dakota 

Mary Chute, Washington DC, 
Jeff Slocum & Kathleen Slocum, 

Pierre and Jeanette Chaney-
Moodie from Deadwood  


